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Edinburgh, 4. December 1648. 


T he Explanation of a former At of the 
6. of October1648. For renew- 
ing of the Solemn League and ('0- 


Venant. 


93 Aſlembly , confidering thar fome 
7&2, perſons, who by their aQions far- 

UW @9/ merly, have no way declared them- 
Hearn flvecs difaffected to the work of Re- 
EI TRACBY formation , but rather promoters 
_ thereof, and yet in. the houre of 

Temptation have been ſo far cnfnared by their own 
weakneſfe, as they conceive themſelves by the AR of 
the 6. of OFober aft to be debarred from the Cove- 
nam and Commnnion tilt the next Generalt Aſfem- 
bly, which to them is very grievous; they. being 0- 
therwiſe known to have been againftrhe Engagement 
im their judgemems,, and live born teſtimony a- 
evin{t & as they had Gy TAK 
: Gr | 2 nat 
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that ſeverall doubts and as have been moved by 
ſeverall Miniſters and Elders concerning the ſaid AR, 
requiring explanation thereof - Therefore the Com- - 
miſsion being moſt unwilling that any true lovers of 
the work of Reformation ſhould be diſcouraged, or 
chat any who have ſhown themſelves dif. affeRed 
thereunto ſhould be admitred untill after ſometime of 
triall 'chey have given ſome evidence of ſincere Re- 
pentance, Do Explain the Act aforeſaid in manner fol- 
lowing : tharis to ſay, That the perſons to be ſuſpen- 
ded from the renewing of the Covenant and from the 
Communion. untill the next Generall Aſſembly, 
ſhill be. | HE 

1+ Allthoſe who had charge, or joyned as Volun- 
tiers in the Army, that under the condu@t of Duke 
Hamiltoun engaged in. War againit the Kingdom of 
Enzland, or with the Forces 'in- and about . Stir- 
line, or elſewhere through the Kingdom , under 
the command of” the Earle of Lanerick and George 
HMHonro, | 

2. All thoſe who did take any Oath frame 
and ordained expreſly for carrying on of the En- 
oa0ement. 

3. All thoſe who have any way concurred in the 

Engagement, or with che Forces foreſaid , who have 
been known Malignants formerly , and accord- 


ingly have been proceſſed and ſentenced for Ma- | 


lignancy. | 
4. Allthoſe who have been active to procure ſub- 
ſcriptions to the Act and Declaration for carrying on 
; of the Engagement, or any other Bond condemned 
by the late Generall Aſſembly as deſtructive — the 
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Covenant, or who have ſubſcribed the {ame in the 
name and behalf of others. en: | 

5. All thoſe that have been urgers and forcers, or 
perſwaders of others; Except thoſe who betore rhe 
time of the promoving of the Engagement were 
known to have been honeſt in the Caule of God, 
and not Malignant, and who were known by their 
carriageto have been againſt the Engagement in their 
judgement , and did concur in Petitioning, Diflent- 
ing, Proteſting, or riſing in Armes againſt ir, or 0- 
therwife did bearteſtimony againſt ir, as they had op- 
portunity, and who of their own accord did not riſe, 
force, or perſwade any, but being driven to extream 
ſtraits by Quartering , Plundering , or threatenings 
of theſe or other emminent Acts of violence : Theſe 
having the qualifications aforeſaid , and being. now 
willing and deftrous to confefle this their offence, are 
hereby remitted to Presbyteries to be(upon their pub- 
lick confeſsion before the Congregation) admirted to 
the renewing of the Covenant, and tc the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper. Zh 

6. All theie who have ſubſcribed the Ac and De- 
claration for carrying on the Engagement , or any 0- 
ther Bond condemned by the late Generall Afﬀ/em- 


Blies as deſtructive tothe Covenant; Except theſe who | 


before the time of the promoving of the Engagement 
were known to have been honeſt in the Caule of God, 
and not Malignant, and who were known by their 
carriage to have been againſt che Engagement in their 
judgement, and did concur in Peticioning, Diſlenting, 
Proteſting, or rifing in Armes againſt it, or otherwiſe 


bare teſtimony againſt it,asth y had opportunity, and 
A3 who 


(4) | 
who withall do declare that they were not acquaiated 
with any Declaration of any Judicatoties of the Kirk, 
or diſſent of the Members of Parliament agaiaſt the - 
Bond, and that they were deceived and enſnared, and 


knew not the drift of it, and conceived no more.in it | 


bur for maintaining of the Authority of Parliament, 
and whoafter that the evil of that Bond was remon- 
ſtrared ro them did take wich their fault, and expreſſed 
areall diſlike of what they had done; Theſe haviog the 
qualifications aforeſgid , and being now willing and 
defirous ro confeſle this their offence, arc hereby re- 
mitted to Presbyteries, to be (upon their publict con- 
feſng before the Congregation, and renouncing by g 
Declaration under their hands that their ſubſcription ) 
admieced ta the renewing of the Covenant, and to the 
Sacrament of the Lords Sypper. | 

7. All thoſe who have concurred in Petitions, Pro- 
reſtarions , Remanſtrances or letters for moving of 
che Parliament, or Committee of Eſtares, for carring 


on of the Engagement; Except thoſe who before the = 


time of the promoving of the Engagement were 
known to have been honeſt in the Caule of Ged , and 
not Malignant, and who were known by their carriage 
ro have been againſt the Engagement in their judger 
ment , and did concurre.in Petitioning , Diſſeming, 
Protcſtiog or ribng in Arms, againſt it, or otherwiſe 
bare reſtimony agaiaſh it as. they had oppartunity, and 
- who not knowing the nature or drift of ſych Papers, 
rhrough perſoralion have been. drawn on thereyno, 
Theſe having the qualifications aforelaid , and bein 
now. willing and defzroys to copteſſe this their 
fence, gre hereby remitted ta Pregbyteries, tg be ( wp» 
ON 
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| (5) 
en their public confeſſion before the Congregation, 
and Declaration under their hand againſt ſuch Papers 
as they have reſpeive ſubſcibed ) admitted to the re. 


" newing of the Covenant and the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper. 

It is always to be underſtood, that from the two 
laſt Articles are alſo to be excepted the common peo- 
ple , who through perſwaſton , or terrour might have 
been drawn unto ſuch courſes; Who theretore be- 
fore their renewing of the Covenant ſhall be rebuked 
by the Miniſter in publict , they ſtanding up to ſhew 
their diſlike thereof; after which they may be admitted 
to the renewing of the Covenant and the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper. 

It is alſo the Judgement of the Commiſhon that 
the fingle ſouldiers who have been in the Engagement, 
or with the forces afoxeſxid , {hall before their renew - 
ing of the Covenant, or receiving of the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper be particularly called on , and 
publicly acknowledgethat their Offence, after which 
they may be admitted to the renewing of the Cove- 
nant andthe Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 

Ir is always hereby declared that the ſaid former 
AR ofthe fixth of 07ober laſt ſhall be obſerved in all 
the remanent clauſes not here explained. 
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